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MÉTIS NATION – SASKATCHEWAN 
PROVINCIAL MÉTIS COUNCIL MEETING 

held October 17, 2023 
 

Minutes of the Métis Nation – Saskatchewan (MN-S) Provincial Métis Council (PMC) Meeting held 
October 17, 2023, by videoconference. 
 
PROVINCIAL MÉTIS COUNCIL: 
Present 
Glen McCallum, President  
Michelle LeClair, Vice President 
Lisa McCallum, Secretary  
Mervin “Tex” Bouvier, Northern Region 3  
Laura Burnouf, Northern Region 1 
Ryan Carriere, Eastern Region 1 
Brent Digness, Eastern Region 2  
Marg Friesen, Eastern Region 3  
 

Wendy Gervais, Western Region 3 
Billy Kennedy, Western Region 1A  
Loretta King, Western Region 1  
Autumn Laing-LaRose, Provincial Métis Youth Council  
Darlene Langan, Les Filles de Madeleine  
Sherry McLennan, Western Region 2 
Leonard Montgrand, Northern Region 2   
Kathie Pruden Nansel, Western Region 2A  
 

Absent Tim Roussin, Eastern Region 2A 
  

ALSO PRESENT: 
Merelda Fiddler-Potter, Chair 
Elder Norman Fleury 
   

Claire Letendre, Technical Support 

MN-S OFFICE: (additional MN-S representatives attended as “Observers”) 
Richard Quintal, Chief Executive Officer   
Erin Reid, Chief Strategy Officer  
Matt Vermette, Chief Operating Officer  
Chris Gall, Senior General Council/Deputy Chief 
Dorothy Myo, Deputy Chief of Self-Government  
Kelly Pruden, Deputy Chief of Housing and Infrastructure 
Brandy Laronde, Manager, Cabinet and Legislative Services 
Brennan Merasty, Advisor to the President  
Kristi Ross, Manager, Culture and Heritage, Language and Veterans 
 

PREPARATION OF MINUTES:  Carrie Peacock, Recording Secretary (from recording) 
  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
Merelda Fiddler-Potter, Chair, called the meeting to order at approximately 9:30 a.m.  
 

2. OPENING PRAYER 
Elder Norman Fleury provided an Opening Prayer. 

 
3. ROLL CALL 

A roll call was conducted, and it was confirmed that quorum was present.   
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4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 

It was MOVED (Laura Burnouf) and SECONDED (Brent Digness)  
 

That the Agenda for the October 17, 2023, Métis Nation – Saskatchewan Provincial Métis 
Council (PMC) Meeting be approved, as follows: 
1. Call to Order  
2. Opening Prayer 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of the Agenda  
5. Opening Remarks  
6. Approval of the Consent Agenda: 

6.1  Appointing the Recording Secretary – Carrie Peacock 
6.2  Approval of the September 21, 2023, PMC Minutes 

7. Resolutions  
7.1 Urban Programming for Indigenous Peoples (UPIP) Funding Model  
7.2 Métis Nation Legislative Assembly (MNLA) Dumont’s Scouts 
7.3 MNLA Order of the Day / Agenda  

8. Constitutional Reform Update  
9. Financial Update  
10. In-Camera: 

10.1 Ma Faamii Revised Implementation Plan  
10.2 Human Resources Update  
10.3 Legal Update 

11. Conclusion and Closing Prayer. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (231017-01) 

 
5. OPENING REMARKS  

President McCallum acknowledged some recent and upcoming events, and commented on:   
- Ongoing discussions related to “Bill C-53: An Act respecting the recognition of certain Métis 

governments and to give effect to treaties with those governments and to make consequential 
amendments to other Acts”  

- The MN-S’ relationships with provincial government officials and First Nations leaders  
- Supporting Cree, Michif and Dene languages in Saskatchewan school systems. 

 
6. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA  
6.1 Approval of Recording Secretary 
6.2 Review/Approval of September 21, 2023, Provincial Métis Council Draft Minutes 

Related information (provided with the agenda): Draft Minutes of the September 21, 2023, MN-S 
PMC Meeting  

 
 

It was MOVED (Glen McCallum) and SECONDED (Autumn Laing-LaRose)  
 

That the Métis Nation – Saskatchewan Provincial Métis Council (PMC) approves the following 
items presented on the “Consent Agenda”:  
- Appointment of Carrie Peacock as Recording Secretary for the October 17, 2023 PMC 

Meeting; and 
- The Minutes of the September 21, 2023, PMC Meeting. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (231017-02) 
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During discussion on previous PMC decisions, updates were provided on the following:  
- RFA230425-04: The roll call lists from MNLAs since 2017, will soon be emailed to the PMC 
- PMC members were previously invited to express their interest in serving on a LFDM 

Committee; it was confirmed that a list of the appointees will soon be provided.  
 

7. RESOLUTIONS 
7.1 Urban Programming for Indigenous People (UPIP) Funding Model 

Related information (provided with the agenda):  
- Draft Resolution titled, “UPIP Funding Model” 
- Briefing Note on “Urban Programming for Indigenous Peoples”, dated October 11, 2023 
 
Matt Vermette referenced UPIP funding allocation options discussed at the September 21, 2023 
PMC meeting, and the previous UPIP funding allocation formula.  
 
Kristi Ross, Manager, Culture and Heritage, Language and Veterans, reviewed the draft resolution 
provided for consideration.  
 
During discussion, additional comments were offered on:    
- The intent of the initial UPIP funding allocation, to ensure all Regions received funding   
- Regional resources needed to support programs and services for citizens and communities 
- Further information anticipated at a future PMC meeting on additional resources being 

pursued to support Regions.   
 
It was MOVED (Ryan Carriere) and SECONDED (Laura Burnouf)  
 

WHEREAS the Métis Nation – Saskatchewan (MN-S) recognizes the distinctiveness of Métis 
identity, culture, values, and language - inclusive of knowledge keepers, Elders, Youth, and 
distinctive resources – which is incorporated into proposals and decisions of the Provincial Métis 
Council (PMC);  
 

WHEREAS the Ministry of Culture and Heritage works across all MN-S ministries to create a 
collaborative process to review new and existing programs; 
 

WHEREAS the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly (MNLA) has expressed a desire to have cultural 
programming delivered at the Local level; 
 

WHEREAS the MN-S has an Urban Programming for Indigenous People (UPIP) funding 
commitment from Canada for the 2023/24 and 2024/25 operating years; 
 

WHEREAS the intent of the UPIP program is to improve access to cultural programming for urban 
Indigenous people; 
 

WHEREAS the MN-S has chosen to deliver on this intent through funding directed to Locals who 
are responsible for cultural program delivery under the UPIP program; 
 

WHEREAS the PMC reviewed funding allocation options at the September 2023 PMC Retreat and 
requested a further option for consideration at the October 17, 2023 PMC meeting (attached as 
“Appendix A”); 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PMC selects UPIP funding allocation Option #4 as the 
funding allocation model for the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 operating years; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that specifically, funding for UPIP will be allocated as follows, where 
urban centres (Western Region 2, Western Region 2A and Western Region 3) receive a base 
allocation of $225,00.00 and rural centres (all other regions) receive a base allocation of 
$50,000.00 with additional funding allocated based on population, as detailed in the table below: 
 

Regions UPIP funding 
(2023/24 and 2024/25) 

Northern Region 1  54,322.50  
Northern Region 2  62,902.50  
Northern Region 3  66,835.00  
Western Region 1  72,360.00  
Western Region 1A  73,497.50  
Western Region 2  297,085.00  
Western Region 2A  314,407.50  
Western Region 3  274,075.00  
Eastern Region 1  53,055.00  
Eastern Region 2  61,407.50  
Eastern Region 2A  57,052.50  
Eastern Region 3  63,000.00  
Ministry of Youth  200,000.00  
TOTAL:  $1,650,000.00  

 

CARRIED (231017-03) 
Kathie Pruden Nansel voted in opposition 

 
Health Break  
The meeting recessed at 11:00 a.m. and reconvened at approximately 11:10 a.m.  
 
7.2 MNLA Dumont’s Scouts 

Related information (provided with the agenda): Draft Resolution to “Appoint Dumont's Scouts for 
the November 24-26, 2023 Métis Nation Legislative Assembly” 
   
It was MOVED (Brent Digness) and SECONDED (Mervin “Tex” Bouvier)  
 

WHEREAS Article 8.1 of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly Act (the “Act”), 
as amended, directs the Provincial Métis Council (PMC) to appoint Dumont’s Scouts, as defined 
at Article 2.7 of the Act, to maintain order and procedure during the Métis Nation Legislative 
Assembly (MNLA); 
   

WHEREAS the PMC at their duly called meeting held on January 17, 2023 resolved that an MNLA 
will be held November 24-26, 2023;   
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PMC has determined at its October 17, 2023 meeting, 
that the following individuals be appointed as Dumont’s Scouts within the meaning of Article 2.7 
of the Act, to maintain order and procedure during the November 24-26, 2023 MNLA: 
Felix Merasty, John Belanger, Haley Burnouf and Adam Daigneault. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (231017-04) 
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During discussion, it was suggested that consideration be given to selecting Dumont’s Scouts for 
future MNLAs, from other areas (e.g., from south and central Saskatchewan).   

 
7.3 MNLA Order of the Day / Agenda 

Related information (provided with the agenda): Draft “Resolution of the Provincial Métis Council 
Adopting the Order of the Day / Agenda for the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly” 

 

During discussion on the agenda, it was noted that the November 24, 2023 Dialogue Forums will 
focus on: Constitutional Reform, Métis Court, Child Youth and Family Services, and the Registry. 

 

It was MOVED (Marg Friesen) and SECONDED (Leonard Montgrand)  
 

WHEREAS the Provincial Métis Council (PMC), at their duly held meeting on January 17, 2023, 
resolved that the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly (MNLA) would be held 
November 24-26, 2023;   
 

WHEREAS Articles 6.2 and 6.3 of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly Act 
(the "Act"), as amended, directs the Clerk of the MNLA, as defined in Article 2.4 of the Act, to 
draft an agenda for the MNLA as directed by the PMC and to compile the necessary 
documentation for the Order of the Day / Agenda; and 
 

WHEREAS the Order of the Day / Agenda is hereby proposed for the MNLA to be held on 
November 24-26, 2023; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk of the MNLA prepare the Order of the Day as 
defined in Article 2.11 of the Act to reflect the agenda as approved by this Resolution of 
October 17, 2023: 
 

I. DIALOGUE FORUMS – NOVEMBER 24, 2023   
 

II. MNLA DAY ONE – NOVEMBER 25, 2023 
- Grand Entry: 

o Lead Fiddler – Dean Smith 
o Opening Prayer – Elder Norman Fleury 
o Métis Anthem – Loretta King, Western Region 1 
o O Canada  

- State of the Nation - President McCallum 
- Greetings: 

o Métis National Council   
o Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations 
o Federal Government Representative  
o Provincial Government Representative  
o Mayor of the City of Saskatoon 

- Roll Call of Voting Delegates – Richard Quintal, CEO and Clerk of the MNLA 
- Health Break 
- Dr. Earl Cook Memorial  
- MNLA Motions: 

o Appointment of the Minute Taker  
o Adoption of the Order of the Day / Agenda 
o Appointment of Dumont's Scouts 
o Acceptance of New/Dissolved Locals 
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- Review of the May 25-26, 2023 MNLA Minutes:   
o Reading of the Record of Decisions     
o Adoption of the Minutes 
o Business Arising from the Minutes 

- Lunch 
- Legal and Legislation Update – Panel Discussion: 

o Vice President Michelle LeClair  
o Christopher Gall, Deputy Chief/Senior General Council  
o Thomas Isaac, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP  

- Health Break 
- Commission on the Review of Locals Update – Michael Gatin, Commissioner 
- Adjournment and Closing Prayer  
- Entertainment and Banquet 

 

III. MNLA DAY TWO – NOVEMBER 26, 2023 
- Opening Prayer – Elder Debra Smith 
- Roll Call – Richard Quintal, CEO and Clerk of the MNLA 
- Chief Executive Officer Report – Richard Quintal, CEO and Clerk of the MNLA 
- C92 Consultation Report 
- MN-S Financial Update: 

o Review of Audited Financial Statements 
o Resolution to Approve the 2022-2023 Financial Audit  
o Appointment of the Auditors for 2023-2024  

- Lunch 
- Technical Panel A - Ministries / Departments: 

o Veterans 
o Youth and Women 
o Economic Development 

- Health Break 
- Technical Panel B - Ministries / Departments: 

o Inter-Nation Relations 
o Culture and Heritage  

- Language 
- Motion(s) to Accept Reports: 

o Executive 
o Regional 
o Ministerial 
o Affiliates 

- Ratification of Ministerial Portfolios 
- Motions and Resolutions 
- Conclusion 
- Closing Prayer 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the PMC at this meeting of October 17, 2023 hereby approve this 
Order of the Day / Agenda to be referred to the MNLA on November 24-26, 2023. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (231017-05) 
 
Agenda Varied 
The order of the agenda was varied to now consider Item 9 prior to Item 8.  
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9.  FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Marg Friesen, Minister of Finance, confirmed that PMC members would receive an invitation to a 
PMC Audited Financial Statements Workshop. It was noted that the “2023-2024 Quarter 2 
Review” would be provided at the next PMC meeting. 

 
Health Break  
The meeting recessed at 11:45 a.m. and reconvened at approximately 12:40 p.m. 
 
8. CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM UPDATE 

Lisa McCallum, Secretary and Associate Minister of Constitutional Reform, provided updates on: 
- The MN-S Constitutional Reform Consultation Sessions held in 2019, 2022 and 2023, noting 

that additional community sessions were anticipated in the Spring of 2024 
- Invitations extended to Local Presidents, to request the Constitution Reform Consultation  

Team to present in their community 
- Feedback gathered by the Team on the Constitution of the Métis Nation-Saskatchewan 

(the “Constitution”) and the Saskatchewan Métis Elections Act (the “Elections Act”) 
- The objective to present a draft revised Constitution at the Spring 2024 MNLA for 

consideration and potential approval at the Fall 2024 MNLA; revisions to the Constitution will 
be further informed by the report from the Commissioner for the Review of Locals   

- Progress on the MN-S Justice Project1, including initial testing of a judicial process prototype. 
 
  During discussion, comments were offered on:  

- Arranging a meeting with the Northwest Council  
- The feasibility of prioritizing engagement sessions in April 2024, in the communities the team 

had not visited; discussions specifically on revisions to the Elections Act could also be held. 

10. IN-CAMERA  
It was agreed to conclude the current meeting, and promptly convene an in-camera meeting to 
consider the following:   
10.1 Ma Faamii Revised Implementation Plan  
10.2 Human Resources Update  
10.3 Legal Update. 

  
11. CONCLUSION AND CLOSING PRAYER 

It was confirmed that the next PMC meeting was scheduled November 21, 2023. The meeting 
concluded with a Closing Prayer offered by Elder Norman Fleury. 
 
 

It was MOVED (Michelle LeClair) and SECONDED (Kathie Pruden Nansel)  
 

That the October 17, 2023, Métis Nation – Saskatchewan Provincial Métis Council Meeting now 
conclude. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (231017-06) 
Time: 1:00 p.m. (approximately) 

 
 

* * * 

 
1 Information on the MN-S Justice Project: https://www.mnsjustice.ca  
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ATTACHMENT TO THE MINUTES 
The following item is  referenced in Resolution #231017-03: 

 

A. Option #4, as presented in the Briefing Note on “Urban Programming for Indigenous Peoples”, dated 
October 11, 2023  

 
LIST OF INFORMATION ITEMS 
The following items were presented for consideration at the October 17, PMC meeting: 
  

1. Draft Agenda for the October 17, 2023, MN-S PMC Meeting   
2. Draft Minutes of the September 21, 2023, MN-S PMC Meeting  
3. Draft Resolution on the “UPIP Funding Model” 
4. Briefing Note on “Urban Programming for Indigenous Peoples”, dated October 11, 2023 
5. Draft Resolution to “Appoint Dumont's Scouts for the November 24-26, 2023 Métis Nation Legislative 

Assembly” 
6. Draft “Resolution of the Provincial Métis Council Adopting the Order of the Day / Agenda for the Métis 

Nation Legislative Assembly” 
 

LIST OF ACRONYMS  
The following acronyms are referenced in these minutes:  
 

MNLA Métis Nation Legislative Assembly 
MN-S Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 
PMC Provincial Métis Council 
UPIP Urban Programming for Indigenous Peoples 
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“Attachment A”  
(Referenced in #231017-03) 
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